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Louise McCants and Princeton Area Community Foundation to be Honored at PBC’s 
Soirée Under the Stars 

PRINCETON, NJ, March 9, 2026 – Princeton-Blairstown Center (PBC) will present the 2026 
Dr. Frank Broderick Award to Louise McCants and the 2026 Reverend David H. McAlpin, Jr. 
Community Champion Award to the Princeton Area Community Foundation at its signature 
fundraiser, Soirée Under the Stars, at Springdale Golf Club on Friday, May 8th. 

The Dr. Frank Broderick Award honors an individual who demonstrates a deep commitment 
to social justice, compassion, and selflessness, qualities Ms. McCants embodies through 
lifelong service, community empowerment, and equity-rooted leadership. 

Ms. McCants proudly traces her foundations to the Princeton-Blairstown Center, where she 
began her journey in 1986 as part of the Horizon student cohort. Over the next four years, 
she embraced every opportunity for leadership growth through PBC’s programs, eventually 
serving as a Counselor-in-Training. She credits those transformative experiences as the 
foundation of her lifelong dedication to community service and leadership. 

Today, as President and CEO of the Capital Area YMCA, Ms. McCants exemplifies 
compassionate leadership by strengthening community partnerships, enriching programs, 
and expanding access to vital services for residents of Trenton, Ewing, and Lawrence. 
Committed to service at every stage of her life, she continues to volunteer and build 
relationships that advance equity and opportunity in her community. 

The Reverend David H. McAlpin, Jr. Community Champion Award recognizes an 
organization that demonstrates a deep commitment to social responsibility through 
investment of human and financial resources to advance lives and opportunities of people 
from underserved communities. Created in 2023 to honor Rev. McAlpin, who served on 
boards and supported countless nonprofits in Mercer County and was an Honorary Trustee 
of PBC, the award is proudly presented to the Princeton Area Community Foundation for 
directing people and philanthropic capital toward better outcomes for under-resourced 
local communities. 
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“We are honored to receive The Reverend David H. McAlpin, Jr. Community Champion 
Award from the Princeton-Blairstown Center,” said Mathieu Nelessen, Princeton Area 
Community Foundation President & CEO. “It is especially meaningful because Rev. 
McAlpin was one of our longtime philanthropic partners. During his lifetime, he used his 
Community Foundation charitable fund to give to causes that were most important to him, 
and his legacy of giving continues today. Following his wishes after his death, the 
remainder of his fund now supports our Community Impact Fund, which awards grants to 
local organizations, such as PBC, that are making a meaningful dicerence for underserved 
communities, families, and individuals. For more than a century, PBC has been teaching 
young people about nature and allowing them to experience outdoor adventures, while 
helping them strengthen skills, like team building and problem solving. We are proud to 
count them among our community partners.” 

Louise McCants and the Princeton Area Community Foundation exemplify PBC’s core 
values of leadership, service, and equity. Their recognition at the Soirée Under the Stars will 
celebrate their impact on young people and local communities. 

Soirée Under the Stars sponsorships and tickets can be purchased 
here: https://bit.ly/2026Soiree 

About Princeton-Blairstown Center 

The Princeton-Blairstown Center is an outdoor education center that serves young people, 
primarily from historically marginalized communities, by nurturing their social and 
emotional skills through experiential, environmental, and adventure-based programming. 
Developing these skills enables our participants to engage in self-discovery and transform 
their communities to create a more just world. 
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