
CHP Academic Competition Team Earns Place Among Top Four at NJ Regional Science 
Bowl 

Five Cedar Hill Preparatory School Students Distinguish Themselves Among 16 Teams at 
Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory 

SOMERSET, NJ — Cedar Hill Preparatory School is honored to recognize an exceptional 
achievement by five of its most accomplished young scholars, who represented the school with 
distinction at the New Jersey Regional Science Bowl — one of the most demanding academic 
competitions in the state. The CHP Academic Competition Team, composed of Nico Garofalo, 
Yajur Subramaniam, Samarth Dakhera, Shivad Desai, and Vallabh Vijayaraj, delivered a 
commanding performance, advancing through seven consecutive rounds to secure a place 
among the top four teams in the region. 

The Science Bowl is no ordinary academic contest. It demands fluency across an extensive 
range of scientific disciplines — among them Chemistry, Biology, Physics, Earth Science, and 
Space Science — and rewards not only knowledge, but precision, speed, and the ability to 
perform under pressure. This year's regional competition drew 16 teams from across New 
Jersey, each competing for distinction at one of the most celebrated research institutions in the 
world: the Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory. 

That setting carries weight. Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory stands at the forefront of 
global scientific inquiry, a place where some of the most consequential research of our time is 
conducted. For five students from Somerset to compete within those walls — and to advance as 
far as they did — speaks to a level of preparation and intellectual maturity that goes well beyond 
their years. The experience offered something no textbook can replicate: a firsthand encounter 
with the world they are being prepared to enter. 

Advancing to the seventh round and finishing among the region's top four teams is an 
achievement that reflects the full measure of these young men — their academic rigor, their 
poise under competition conditions, and their commitment to excellence in all that they 
undertake. Cedar Hill Preparatory School commends each member of the team for embodying 
the values of scholarship, discipline, and intellectual curiosity that define the CHP tradition. 

The school anticipates with great pride the continued achievements of this remarkable group — 
and the many accomplished students who will follow in their footsteps. 

About Cedar Hill Preparatory School 

Cedar Hill Preparatory School is an International Baccalaureate Candidate Preschool–8 
independent school located in Somerset, New Jersey. Dedicated to cultivating curious, 
compassionate, and globally minded learners, Cedar Hill Prep offers a rigorous academic 
curriculum and an expansive co-curricular program designed to develop the whole child — 
intellectually, socially, and ethically. 



For inquiries, call 732-356-5400 Ext. 67 or visit www.cedarhillprep.com.  
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